ABSTRACT: Algae from Sukhana dam, Aurangabad were investigated from 2015-2017. Algal samples were collected from 3 different locations of the water body. Several taxa belonging to class Chlorophyceae, Bacillariophyceae, Cyanophyceae and Euglenophyceae were observed. In the present study 21 species of genus Oscillatoria, belonging to class Cyanophyceae were observed. These are Oscillatoria acuta, O. annae, O. bornetii, O. brevis var.
INTRODUCTION:
In Aurangabad district, Sukhana dam is constructed on Sukhana river near Aurangabad at village Garkheda. It is about 32 km away from Aurangabad city of Maharashtra. It is about 3536 m in length and 18.92 m height. The gross storage of water is 21,340,000 m 3 . It is an earthen dam, chiefly constructed for irrigation purpose on the river Sukhana. The dam is having good capacity of water storage. The depth of water on the banks of the water body is less than 1 m. This area of water body is biologically active having flora and fauna. Several species of migratory birds visit this water body during winter. Different species of algae and fishes are observed in this region. Blue green algae is an important group and several species belonging to this group were observed in the study area. As these prokaryotic algae are pollution tolerant, its study is important as effluents from some factories are drained in this water body.
MATERIAL AND METHODS:
For algal collection, random sampling technique has been applied. The sample collections were made for 3 consecutive years (2015-2017) during the months of September to February. The algal samples were preserved in 4% formalin in 35 mL plastic bottles, these samples were numbered consecutively for further studies. Morphological studies of the specimens were done using Research Microscope and the photographs were taken using Nicon Camera. The algal species observed are described in the present paper.
The species of Oscillatoria were identified using Desikachary (1959), Prasad and Srivastava (1992) and other relevant literature.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS:
During present investigation, 21 species of Oscillatoria were observed which are described as under. 
CONCLUSION:
Blue-green algae which are also called as Cyanobacteria are the photosynthetic prokaryotes which produce oxygen. This oxygen may get accumulated in the water body and their by increase dissolved oxygen in the water. This may oxygen may be used by the aquatic animals present in the water. In addition the filamentous blue green algae present in the water body may be used by aquatic animals.
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